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Sermon Worksheet, 09/14/08
Passage: Luke 15:11-32, Ps 37:4, 1John 4:18
Theme: Kingdom Joy No. 5

Observations:
1)  Explain the psychology of the young son when he decided to return to his father.  Didn’t he sin against his father?  But he still wanted to go back to him.  Why?  What kind of image did he have about his father?
2) Compare this with the attitude of the older son.  What kind of a complaint did he have about his father (v. 29)?  Does that mean that the father did not love him?  Was he delighting himself in the father? 
3) In Ps 37:4, explain the significance of the verb “delight” (pay attention to the particular verbal form of the Hebrew word (anag).  Elaborate what it means with your own words.
Personal Applications:

1) Suppose you do something wrong or ill-mannered to one of your close friends, what kind of an attitude, do you think, you would come to have toward him/her?  Would you still act like a good friend, or would you come to be afraid of making contact with him/her?  Explain why you would act that way.

2) Read 1 John 4:18, and explain how this verse applies to the younger son when he decided to return to his father. In other words, there was something he knew about his father.  What was it? 

3) In order to delight yourself in the Lord, you will need to know one important truth about the Lord.  What is it?  Explain why the older son was not enjoying himself even though he was always with the father.

Prayers, and etc.

1) Pray that you will come to understand more the heart of the Father who loves you.
2) Pray for the recent newcomers and the future newcomers that you are hoping to see at the church.
3) Pray for each other, especially those who are in need and weak right now.



Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.


Worship the Lord with gladness;


Come before him with joyful songs.


(Psalm 100:1-2)











